Canon 19, 1985

Canon 6, 2001

DEFENCE FORCE MINISTRY CANON 1985-2001

A Canon to provide for the office of the Bishop to the Defence Force, for the licensing of Chaplains
serving in the Defence Force, and for other purposes.

The General Synod prescribes as follows:

1. This canon may be cited as the ‘Defence Force Ministry Canon 1985 (-2001).’

2. " In this canon -

‘Bishop to the Defence Force’ means the bishop appointed and holding office from time to
time under this canon;

‘Defence Force Board’ means the Defence Force Board constituted under the Defence
Force Board Canon 1985.

The Primate may, with the approval of a majority of the Metropolitans and of the
Defence Force Board, appoint a person in Holy Orders to the office of Bishop to
the Defence Force.

If the person so appointed is not already a bishop, the person shall not be
consecrated as bishop unless the canonical fitness of the appointee shall have
been certified in writing by the Primate and the Metropolitans.

A person appointed to the office of Bishop to the Defence Force shall not enter
upon the office unless consecrated as bishop.

Before making an appointment to the office of Bishop to the Defence Force, the
Primate shall obtain from the Defence Force Board notification of the stipend
and allowances to be paid or provided as the case may be to the Bishop to the
Defence Force.

No appointment as Bishop to the Defence Force shall be made by the Primate
until a majority of the Metropolitans have informed him in writing that they are
satisfied that sufficient stipend and allowances will be provided for the occupant
of the office.

4. The Bishop to the Defence Force shall be a bishop assistant to the Primate and shall be
responsible to the Primate for episcopal oversight of the chaplains serving in the Defence
Force and of the ministrations of the church among men and women of the Defence Force
and their families.

5. Subiject to the Constitution the Bishop to the Defence Force shall hold office at the discretion
of the Primate provided ’that the Bishop to the Defence Force shall continue in office
notwithstanding any vacancy in the office of Primate and provided further that the term of
office of a Bishop to the Defence Force shall expire:

a. upon his resignation from the office or

b. upon his attaining the age of 65 years

'Section 2 deleted and replaced by new section 2 including sections 2A and 2B by Canon 6, 2001
“Amended by insertion of new words by Canon 6, 2001



whichever first occurs.

a.

(1)

()

(@)

The Bishop to the Defence Force shall advise the Primate as to
persons who are under consideration for appointment as chaplains in
the Defence Force;

upon a chaplain’s appointment by the secular authorities, the Primate
may in his discretion, either personally or by the Bishop to the
Defence Force, grant to the chaplain a licence in or to the effect of the
prescribed form authorising the chaplain to minister in Defence Force
ships, establishments and areas of operations to members of the
Defence Force and their families wherever they reside;

prior to posting to any Defence Force ship, establishment or area of
operation, the bishop of the diocese in which the Defence Force ship,
establishment or area of operation is located shall where practicable
be advised by the Bishop to the Defence Force or the Principal
Chaplain of the intention to post the chaplain;

upon a chaplain commencing his work in a new posting, provided it is
in a different diocese to his previous posting, he shall present himself
to the bishop of the diocese in which he is based, in order that the
bishop may endorse that licence and may grant to the chaplain such
further or other licences as he sees fit.

For the purposes of this section ‘a licence in the prescribed form’ means a
licence in a form prescribed from time to time by the Standing Committee of
General Synod provided that until Standing Committee otherwise determines
the form set out in the Schedule shall be deemed to have been prescribed by
the Standing Committee.

The Bishop holding office as the Bishop to the Forces at the time this canon comes into
operation shall be the first Bishop to the Defence Force and shall be deemed to have been
appointed pursuant to section 2 of this canon.
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